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An Introduction to the Gospel of Luke 
by Walter Modrys SJ 

 
Lecture 2: How Catholics Approach the Gospel Today 

 
 
A) Breaking Away from Naive Realism 
 
B) Some Modern Hermeneutical Tools 
 

The six phases in the discussion of 
 Sitz im Leben: 
 

1. the time of Jesus 
2. the time of the early church 
3. the time of the evangelists 
4. setting within the gospel text 
5. the historical developments from author to reader 
6. contemporary setting and individual concerns 

 
Form Criticism & Redaction Criticism 

 
C) The Sources Behind the Gospels 
 

Mark, “Q,” “L,” and “M” 
 

Synoptic Diagram (see below) 
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D) Historical Critical Method and What Lies Beyond 
 
from Developing a Faith Hermeneutic 
by Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth, Pt. Two 
 
One thing is clear to me: in two hundred years of exegetical work, historical-
critical exegesis has already yielded its essential fruit.  If scholarly exegesis is not 
to exhaust itself in constantly new hypotheses, becoming theologically irrelevant, it 
must take a methodological step forward and see itself once again as a theological 
discipline, without abandoning its historical character.  It must learn that the 
positivistic hermeneutic on which it has been based does not constitute the only 
valid and definitively evolved rational approach; rather, it constitutes a specific 
and historically conditioned form of rationality that is both open to correction and 
completion and in need of it.  It must recognize that a properly developed faith 
hermeneutic is appropriate to the text and can be combined with a historical 
hermeneutic, aware of its limits, so as to form a methodological whole.   
 
Naturally, this combination of two quite different types of hermeneutic is an art 
that needs to be constantly remastered.  But it can be achieved, and as a result the 
great insights of patristic exegesis will be able to yield their fruit once more in a 
new context. . .Fundamentally this is a matter of finally putting into practice the 
methodological principles formulated for exegesis by the Second Vatican Council 
in Dei Verbum 12, a task that unfortunately has scarcely been attempted thus far. 
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